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Southdale Junior School SEND information report 

1. What should I do if I think my child has special needs? 

If you think that your child may have special educational needs that have not been 

previously identified, please initially speak with the class teacher. Further meetings 

may then be arranged with the Special Educational Needs and 

Disabilities co-ordinator, Mrs L Helliwell.  

 

(l.helliwell @southdale.wakefield.sch.uk – 01924 277965)  

 

 

2. The kinds of SEND that are provided for  

Our school currently provides additional and/or different provision for a range of 

needs, including:  

 Communication and interaction, for example, autistic spectrum disorder, 

speech and language difficulties  

 Cognition and learning, for example, dyslexia, dyspraxia, 

 Social, emotional and mental health difficulties, for example, attention deficit 

hyperactivity disorder (ADHD),   

 Sensory and/or physical needs, for example, visual impairments, hearing 

impairments, processing difficulties, epilepsy   

 Moderate/severe/profound and multiple learning difficulties 
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3. Identifying pupils with SEND and assessing their needs  

Before pupils join us in Year 3, the Head teacher, Year 3 team leader, and Special 

Educational Needs Coordinator (SENDCo) liaise with our feeder primary schools to 

ensure that all relevant information is shared. 

Over the first couple of months, we assess each pupil’s current skills and levels of 

attainment, which will build on previous settings and Key Stages. Class teachers will 

make regular assessments of progress for all pupils and identify those whose progress: 

 Is significantly slower than that of their peers starting from the same baseline 

 Fails to match or better the child’s previous rate of progress 

 Fails to close the attainment gap between the child and their peers 

 Widens the attainment gap  

 Means their additional needs are having an impact on their ability to learn 

This may include progress in areas other than attainment, for example, social and 

emotional needs.  

Slow progress and low attainment will not automatically mean a pupil is recorded as 

having SEND.   

When deciding whether special educational provision is required, we start with the 

desired outcomes, including the expected progress and attainment, and the views 

and the wishes of the pupil and their parents. We use this to determine the support 

that is needed and whether we can provide it by adapting our core offer, or whether 

something different or additional is needed either short or longer term. 

4. Consulting and involving pupils and parents  

If a pupil’s progress is causing concern, then parents are informed and invited into 

school to discuss the next steps. In the first instance, this will be with the class teacher. 

The class teacher will have consulted with the SENDCo before the meeting. If 

necessary, the meeting will also involve the SENDCo alongside the class teacher. We 

will have an early discussion with the pupil and their parents when identifying whether 

they need special educational provision. These conversations will make sure that: 

 Everyone develops a good understanding of the pupil’s areas of strength and 

difficulty 

 We take into account the parents’ concerns and observations  

 Parents have the opportunity to meet with adults who are working to support 

their child in school 

 Any concerns and observations of teaching staff will be shared 

 Everyone understands the agreed outcomes sought for the child 
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 Everyone is clear on what the next steps are 

 At this stage, options regarding possible external agency involvement may also 

be discussed. 

Notes of these early discussions will be added to the pupil’s record on CPOMS (the 

school software application for monitoring child protection, safeguarding and a 

whole range of pastoral, educational and welfare issues).  

Parents will then have an understanding whether their will receive SEND support and 

be added to the SEND register. This will also be the same process when it is felt a child 

is now working in line with expectations and the child’s needs no longer require 

additional support or monitoring. In these cases, the parents of the child will be 

informed (usually by the class teacher) that the child has been removed from the 

SEND register. 

5. Assessing and reviewing pupils' progress towards outcomes 

At Southdale Junior School we pride ourselves for giving the right support, at the right 

level, at the right time.  This involves good quality first teaching, early identification and 

indentifying any barriers to learning that they may have.  

We follow the graduated approach and the four-part cycle of assess, plan, do, 

review.   
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We follow the ‘Wakefield model’ of the graduated approach which builds on what 

has previously been in place as each ‘next stage’ is implemented. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Class teachers plan and deliver ‘quality first teaching’ for every pupil within their class.   

If a child is identified as having a special educational need and requires provision that 

is ‘additional to and different from’ they will have a ‘Learner Profile’. This is a one page 

document which captures the child’s essential needs and provides basic information 

for staff to enable them to support that child at that universal, quality first teaching 

level. The ‘Learner profile’ will also include short term targets. If the pupil has a ‘My 

Support Plan’ or an ‘Education Health Care Plan’ these targets will be small steps 

towards the outcomes set in this plan. This plan follows the model of the ‘Assess, Plan, 

Do, Review’ process. It will be written by and document the views of the teacher, pupil 

and their parents/carers, stating the strengths of the pupil and what is working well.   

 

In some cases, pupils who have a range of needs or a number of professionals 

supporting them and would benefit from co-ordinated approach may have a ‘My 

Support Plan’. This is available to use with children and young people who have 

identified special educational needs and receive SEND Support in school. The ‘My 

Support Plan’ is a non-statutory document and can be used flexibly to support the 

needs of the child, young person, their family and all who work with them. What is 

included and the formats used in a ‘My Support Plan’ are optional. You can use 

different sections and gradually build a fuller picture as needed. The priority when 

creating and updating a plan is to support the holistic needs of the child/young 

person and their family. 

 

Learner profile (supporting 

me to learn) 

 Assess, plan, do 

review cycle 

 YP/Parent views – 

what I want you to 

know 

 Academic levels 

 Links to other plans – 

CIN, CP, LAC, PEP 

 Short term targets 

linked to specific 

needs 

 Provision in place 

(interventions) 

 Outside agency 

advice  

My Support Plan (MSP) 

 YP/Parent views – 

detailed story 

 Aspirations and 

outcomes (targets) 

 Health and care 

information if 

applicable 

 Academic levels 

 Provision in place 

through waves of 

intervention 

 Outside agency 

involvement 

Education Health Care 

Plan (EHCP) 

 YP/Parent views – 

detailed story 

 Aspirations and 

outcomes (targets) 

 Health and care 

information if 

applicable 

 Academic levels 

 Provision in place 

through waves of 

intervention 

 Outside agency 

involvement 
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However if at a later stage, a request for a statutory Assessment of Education, Health 

and Care Needs is made, the plan must be fully completed and reviewed. The review 

needs to evidence what has been put in place and what difference it has made to 

the child or young person. The plan with supporting evidence can then be submitted 

to make a request for an Assessment of Education, Health and Care Needs. An 

Education, Health and Care (EHC) plan is for children and young people aged up to 

25 who need more support than is available through special educational needs 

support. EHC plans identify educational, health and social needs and set out the 

additional support to meet those needs. The majority of children with ‘My Support 

Plans’ will not need to move on to a request for this assessment, as their needs will be 

met through the delegated funding and coordinated support. 

 

The class teacher will work with the SENDCO to carry out a clear analysis of the pupil’s 

needs. This will draw on: 

 The teacher’s assessment and experience of the pupil 

 Their previous progress and attainment and behaviour  

 Other teachers’ assessments, where relevant 

 The individual’s development in comparison to their peers and national data 

 The views and experience of parents 

 The pupil’s own views 

 Advice from external support services, if relevant  

 

The assessment will be reviewed regularly.  

All teachers and support staff who work with the pupil will be made aware of their 

needs, the outcomes sought, the support provided, and any teaching strategies or 

approaches that are required.  

We will regularly review the effectiveness of the support and interventions and their 

impact on the pupil’s progress.  

All children with SEND are assessed and have their progress tracked. Assessments will 

track children’s progress in small steps, celebrating what they can achieve.  These are 

working documents for Reading, writing and maths and will allow teachers to have a 

clear picture of the child’s strengths and gaps in knowledge. They will allow small 

targets to be set and achieved. In addition, targets will be set from outside agencies 

which school will implement. 

Information about the progression of children with SEND will be discussed at pupil 

progress meetings three times a year and must be shared with the school SENCO. 

6. Supporting pupils moving between phases and preparing for adulthood 

We will share information with the school or other setting the pupil is moving to or from.  
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The SENDCo will always liaise with the child, parents, current staff and staff at the new 

setting when arranging transition for children with an EHCP to ensure it is done as 

smoothly as possible.  

In addition, any child with SEND will be discussed with the current school SENDCo and 

the new school SENDCo to ensure information and reports as well as successful 

strategies are shared.  

We will always encourage visits to the school and this can be supported and arranged 

by the SENDCo if needed.  

Southdale Junior School will also provide, where necessary bespoke transition 

interventions. 

 

7. Our approach to teaching pupils with SEND 

All teachers are teachers of SEND. Teachers are responsible and accountable for the 

progress and development of all the pupils in their class.  

High quality teaching is our first step in responding to pupils who have SEND. All lessons 

offer the challenge and support necessary for each child to learn and where 

necessary adaptive teaching occurs through planned activities, appropriately 

framed questioning or the support given. High quality teaching ensures that pupils with 

SEND achieve exceptionally well.  All children are supported by staff to access each 

and every lesson, through removing barriers and providing scaffolds.  Every effort is 

made to ensure their learning takes place in the classroom as, with appropriate 

adaptations, this is where pupils learn best and ensures they do not miss important 

content. This also enables to pupils to create and maintain vital peer relationships.   

However, on occasions, a child may require more specific activities working in a small 

group or individualised support.  

 

8. Adaptations to the curriculum and learning environment  

We make the following adaptations to ensure all pupils’ needs are met: 

 Adapting our curriculum to ensure all pupils are able to access it, for example, 

by grouping, 1:1 work, teaching style, content of the lesson etc… 

 Adapting our resources and staffing  

 Using recommended aids, such as laptops, coloured overlays, visual 

timetables, larger font, ear defenders, privacy screens etc.  

 Adapting our teaching, for example, giving longer processing times, pre-

teaching of key vocabulary, reading instructions aloud, etc.  

 We aim to be a dyslexic friendly school and ensure our environment is calm 

and uncluttered. We use a dyslexic friendly font and print work onto buff 
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coloured paper when needed. Children also have the use of laptops, voice 

recording and coloured overlays. 

 We think carefully where children sit in relation to their additional needs 

 

9. Additional support for learning  

School employs trained staff to educate and care for children throughout their 

time at Southdale Junior School. Staff training is updated regularly in: key areas of 

the curriculum; identifying and supporting children with specific difficulties around 

learning; child development and social and emotional problems children may 

experience.  

We have teaching assistants who are trained to deliver bespoke interventions in 

school e.g. speech and language support, physiotherapy sessions and 

communication sessions. 

Teaching assistants will support pupils in small groups when a number of children 

require the same intervention or the group is needed for working on social skills. 

We work with the following agencies to provide support for pupils with SEND: 

 Learning Support Services (LSS) 

 Communication Interaction Team (CIAT) 

 Social Emotional and Mental Health (SEMH) 

 Educational Psychology Service (EPS) 

 Speech and Language Therapy (SALT) 

 Occupational Therapy (OT) 

 School nursing team 

 The Children’s First Hub 

 Child and Family Interaction Team (CFIT) 

 Physiotherapy 

 WeSAIL 

 Child and Adolescent Mental Health Service (CAMHS) 

 Hearing Impairment service  

Where pupils have SEND and are also looked after by the local authority, social 

workers are included in annual reviews and where possible linked to PEP meetings. A 

child’s SEND would always be discussed in a PEP meeting with the social worker and 

carers. Any child looked after funding, will be used to support the special educational 

need of the pupil so they can make progress, as detailed on a PEP. The designated 

teacher for looked after children is the SENDCo, Mrs Helliwell. 
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10. Expertise and training of staff  

Our SENDCo has a wealth of experience in this role and has worked as a teacher for 

over 18 years. They have completed their National Award of Special Educational 

Need Coordination and continue to develop their skills. Training will regularly be 

provided to teaching and support staff. The Headteacher and the SENCO will 

continuously monitor to identify any staff who have specific training needs and will 

incorporate this into the school’s plan for continuous professional development. 

Training may be provided by the SENDCo, Educational Psychologist, WISENDSS, SALT 

Team, CAMHS and many other services. These will all be quality assured by the school 

and in line with school development priorities so that resources are best used to 

support pupils with SEND.  

 

11. Securing equipment and facilities  

Through discussion with external support agencies and teachers it at times becomes 

necessary to secure specific equipment and facilities for children with SEND. In these 

instances, the SENDCo will obtain necessary costings/quotes and will liaise with the 

Head teacher, school business manager and governors to ensure the necessary items 

are budgeted for and then purchased as required.  

 

12. Evaluating the effectiveness of SEND provision  

We evaluate the effectiveness of provision for pupils with SEND by: 

 Reviewing pupils’ individual progress towards their goals each term 

 Reviewing the impact of interventions after a half term session/as necessary 

 Using pupil feedback 

 Monitoring by the SENDCo 

 Using provision on Learner profiles to measure progress and track support in 

place 

 Holding annual reviews for pupils with statements of SEND or EHC plans  

 Meetings with parents of children with SEND at key review times of the year to 

update Learner profiles, MSP and EHC plans as necessary.  

 Children’s progress is monitored through assessment 

 

13. Enabling pupils with SEND to engage in activities available to those in the school 

who do not have SEND 

All of our extra-curricular activities and school visits are available to all our pupils, 

including our before-and after-school clubs.  
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All pupils are encouraged to go on our residential trip(s) to: Year 3 – Little Deerwood 

Activity Centre, Year 4 – Robin Wood, Year 5 – Whitby and Year 6 – France.  

All pupils are encouraged to take part in: sports day and any special workshops etc.  

No pupil is ever excluded from taking part in these activities because of their SEN or 

disability.  

The use of ipads and lap tops enable all children to have access to new technologies 

to support their learning. In certain instances, children are provided with lap tops and 

appropriate software so they can access the full curriculum. 

 

Supporting pupils with disabilities: 

 Southdale Junior School has wheelchair access at two points of entry. There 

are facilities for disabled changing and a disabled toilet which can 

accommodate wheelchairs and support individuals with a disability 

 The arrangements for the admission of pupils with disabilities are the same as 

those applied to pupils without disabilities. The admission arrangements can 

be found in the school admissions policy in the policies section of the school 

website. The parents/carers of any pupil refused admission can appeal to 

the Admissions Appeal panel. 

 The school’s accessibility plan can be found on the SEND page of the school 

website. This ensures we provide the necessary facilities to help disabled pupils 

access our school. The school's Accessibility plan includes information about 

the steps we take and have taken to prevent disabled children from being 

treated less favourably than others and the facilities we will provide to help 

disabled pupils to access the school. 

 

14. Support for improving emotional and social development 

At Southdale Junior School, the emotional and social development of our pupils is of 

paramount importance in order to help children develop into independent young 

people. We ensure that all children are supported socially and pastorally by staff who 

know their children.  

School offers a wide range of activities both within school and the community to 

support their social and emotional development such as residential trips, school visits, 

educational trips, links with the community and a range of cultural visits.  

School has a medicine policy which supports parents/carers with the management 

of their child’s medication within school and staff regularly undergo training in key 

areas such as asthma, diabetes and the use of Epi pens. If a child comes into school 

with a specific need, the school nurse will provide the relevant staff with training. The 

school also has trained first aiders within school and at least one will be present on any 

visit outside of school.  

https://www.southdalecofe.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/EOCT-Admissions-Policy-Consultation-Information.pdf
https://www.southdalecofe.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/Accessibility-plan-2021_2022.pdf
https://www.southdalecofe.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/Administration-of-Medicines-2019.pdf
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School has a behaviour policy which is known, used and adhered to by all staff across 

the school. We have three rules at Southdale Junior School. We have the right to be 

safe, the right to learn and the right to be treated with respect. We have high 

expectations of children’s learning and behaviour and the support from 

parents/carers. Children who need specific support with their behaviour will be 

identified and support will be provided. This support may range from additional 

support in the classroom, to interventions and support from the Social Emotional and 

Mental Health Team. Good behaviour choices are celebrated across school and are 

celebrated in our special mentions assembly every Friday morning. School uses the 

‘Emotion coaching’ model to manage emotional regulation of pupils.  

Good attendance is monitored across school. School will ring home to query a child’s 

non-attendance at school. If families need support to improve attendance, school 

will meet with parents/carers to facilitate this from children being dropped off at 

school early; flexible starting times before the register closes to home visits being 

facilitated. School uses an Education Welfare Officer (EWO) when necessary who will 

support school and parents with ensuring children attend school regularly and on 

time. 

We provide support for pupils to improve their emotional and social development in 

the following ways: 

 Pupils with SEND are encouraged to be part of all aspects of school life from 

the school council to supporting the running of lunch time activities 

 Pupils with SEND are also encouraged to be part of after school clubs and 

school events such as the school discos and summer fairs to promote 

teamwork/building friendships etc.  

 We run self-esteem interventions as needed 

 We follow the Resilience Framework intervention which helps to target and 

support children who are struggling with their emotional needs 

 We have an open door policy and support both children and their parents and 

carers 

 Where needed, we run interventions and provide additional resource to 

support the building of social skills 

 We ensure we are flexible and sympathetic to the needs of our children and 

never give up on supporting them 

 We use restorative practice to discuss challenging behaviour and give all 

children the opportunity to have their voices heard. We use event – response – 

impact to explain this to children.  

 We run lunchtime games and activities to ensure all children have the 

opportunity to socialise in a way they feel comfortable to  

 We have a zero tolerance approach to bullying and all instances of bullying 

are dealt with in accordance with our behaviour policy. 
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 We use our whole-school mental fitness programme, One Life to support 

children who have struggles with their mental health. 

 

15. Working with other agencies  

We work with the following agencies to provide support for pupils with SEND: 

 Learning Support Services (LSS) 

 Communication Interaction Team (CIAT) 

 Social Emotional and Mental Health (SEMH) 

 Educational Psychology Service (EPS) 

 Speech and Language Therapy (SALT) 

 Occupational Therapy (OT) 

 School nursing team 

 The Children’s First Hub 

 Child and Family Interaction Team (CFIT) 

 Physiotherapy 

 WeSAIL 

 Child and Adolescent Mental Health Service (CAMHS) 

 Hearing Impairment service  

The school SENDCo has a good relationship with all external agencies and will contact 

specific agencies when necessary. They will explain and sign post parents to the 

different agencies available and also promote the Local offer to parents and carers.  

 

16. Complaints about SEN provision  

 

Southdale values good school-parent relationships and aims to swifly resolve any 

concerns in a way that is beneficial to all parties. Most concerns can be resolved 

informally and at an early stage. It is always easier to resolve a complaint, if it is brought 

to the attention of staff at the earliest opportunity.  

Complaints about SEND provision in our school should be made to the class teacher 

informally in the first instance. If a resolution is not achived, the concern should be 

passed to the SENDCo. The vast majority of issues are resolved by the this stage. 

However, if the complaint is not resolved, parents/carers will then be referred to the 

school’s complaints policy. This can be found on the SEND page of the website as 

well as in the policies section of the website. 

https://www.southdalecofe.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/Complaints-Procedure-for-Schools-2020_2.pdf
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The parents of pupils with disabilities have the right to make disability discrimination 

claims to the first-tier SEND tribunal if they believe that our school has discriminated 

against their children. They can make a claim about alleged discrimination regarding: 

 Exclusions 

 Provision of education and associated services 

 Making reasonable adjustments, including the provision of auxiliary aids and 

services  

 

17. Contact details of support services for parents of pupils with SEND 

Wakefield SEND (IAS) Information, advice and support service provides information 

and support to parents of pupils with SEND. A wide range of information and advice 

may be obtained by contacting this independent service, including mediation.  

 

Contact details are as follows:  

 

https://www.family-action.org.uk/what-we-do/children-families/wesail/  

 

Phone: 01924 965588 

Email: wesail@family-action.org.uk 

Address: Family Action WESAIL, Suite 6, Orion Office Express, Benton Office Park, 5 

Bennett Avenue, Horbury 

Wakefield 

WF4 5RA 

 

 

 

18. Contact details for raising concerns 

If you ever have any concerns about a pupil or parent you can contact our 

safeguarding team on 01924 277965 

k.partington@southdale.wakefield.sch.uk 

 

 

r.mohebi@southdale.wakefield.sch.uk 

 

 

 

v.foster@southdale.wakefield.sch.uk 

 

 

 

https://www.family-action.org.uk/what-we-do/children-families/wesail/
mailto:k.partington@southdale.wakefield.sch.uk
mailto:r.mohebi@southdale.wakefield.sch.uk
mailto:v.foster@southdale.wakefield.sch.uk
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19. The local authority local offer 

The Local authority Local Offer provides information and support available for families 

with children and young people ages 0-25 years with special educational needs 

and/or disabilities. Use the web address below for more information. If you have any 

questions about the Local Offer or need any help, please contact our school SENDCo 

Mrs L Helliwell. 

Our local authority’s local offer is published here: 

https://wakefield.mylocaloffer.org/ 

20. Monitoring arrangements 

This information report will be reviewed by Mrs L Helliwell, SENDCo, every year. It will 

also be updated if any changes to the information are made during the year. It will 

be approved by the governing body.  

The school SEND policy is also updated yearly and can be found at: 

www.southdalecofe.co.uk/policies/ 

The school also has a designated School Governor who monitors SEND across the 

school. The school SENDCo and the SEND governor meet to monitor SEND provision in 

the school. 

 

 

https://wakefield.mylocaloffer.org/
http://www.southdalecofe.co.uk/policies/

