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Celebrating Reading!Celebrating Reading!
At Southdale, we are passionate about 
creating a vibrant reading culture that inspires 
our pupils every day. Our weekly Southdale 
scrapbook reading recommendations are 
always exciting and help us to share our 
favourite stories across the school. Our popular 
after-school bookworm club provides a space 
for children to dive deeper into books and 
discuss them with peers, while our amazing 
library displays celebrate themes, genres, and 
authors from around the world. 

Through engaging reading lessons, poetry 
exploration, and the opportunity to explore 
books in greater detail, we cultivate a real love 
of reading. Thank you for continuing to support 
your child with their reading at home.  Together, 
we’re shaping enthusiastic readers and lifelong 
learners.

If you would like to sign your child up for our 
book-worm after-school reading club, please 
contact the office (there is no limit on spaces).

Twitter @SouthdaleSchool

https://twitter.com/SouthdaleSchool


YEAR 3
Mapping &  
Mood boards!    
This week, we brought Geography to life 
with a walk around Ossett, collecting data on 
its human and physical features. Each class 
used DigiMaps to plan their own route. We’ll 
be presenting our findings in bar charts next 
week; real geographers in action!

In PE, we focused on chest passes and 
teamwork in netball. We worked on 
accuracy, keeping our eyes on the ball and 
remembering that when holding the ball,  
we must stay still! We ended with a fun team 
game that brought all the skills together.

In art, we created our first mood boards 
inspired by Jackie Morris. Using sketching 
techniques and nature themes, we designed 
beautiful double-page spreads to spark 
ideas for our upcoming artwork.

Twitter @SouthdaleY3

https://twitter.com/SouthdaleY3?lang=en-gb


YEAR 3 HOMEWORK

How you can support your child at home:

Reading: 

Please support your child by listening to them read for 20 minutes 
every day and record this reading in their planner. It is also just as 
important and enjoyable to read to your child and model and promote 
that love and joy of reading. Remember: A book is a gift you can open 
again and again. 

This week we have finished our novel ‘Charlotte’s Web’ and will be 
starting our new class novel ‘The Boy Who Grew Dragons’ next week. 

Our book recommendation this week was ‘Future Ratboy.’

Future Ratboy is a funny adventure story about a boy called Colin who 
accidentally travels far into the future. When he arrives, he discovers he 
has changed into Future Ratboy, a half-boy, half-rat superhero! He also 
meets Not Bird, a talking bird who becomes his sidekick.

Together, Future Ratboy and Not Bird try to find a way back home, 
but they have to deal with strange creatures, silly villains and lots of 
hilarious situations. Even though the future is weird and sometimes a 
bit dangerous, Future Ratboy always tries his best, uses his new powers, 
and never gives up.

The story is full of jokes, cartoons and action, making it exciting and fun 
to read.

Spellings: 

Spelling pattern: - adding the suffix –ed.

Rule – If the work ends in 2 consonants, just add –ed. 

Painted

Hunted

Jumped

Buzzed

Hummed

Skipped

Dropped

Nipped



YEAR 3 HOMEWORK

How you can support your child at home:

Maths:

Please support your child by encouraging them to practise their times tables using the 
app TT Rock Stars. You can support your child by playing times table games and asking 
them quick fire questions on the 2, 5 and 10 times tables. 

Homework is due back to school on Thursday 27th November. 

Geography: 

Please review this weeks’ section focusing on Ossett on the knowledge organiser with 
your child. Quizzing and asking questions to help keep this key knowledge readily 
available is so helpful.  



YEAR 4
Ukulele Fun!          
This week, Year 4 dusted off their 
ukuleles and jumped back into making 
music! We started by recapping what 
we learned in Year 3 - how to hold the 
ukulele and strum confidently. Then 
came the challenge of playing the C and 
F chords. It was a little tricky getting our 
fingers in the right spots on the strings 
and frets, but everyone showed fantastic 
perseverance. By the end, we were 
strumming away with big smiles and 
great sounds filling the room!

In R.E. we explored Judaism in Britain, 
focusing on two important aspects: the 
Torah and synagogues. We learned that 
the Torah is the sacred text of Judaism. 
We also discovered what a synagogue 
is—a special place where Jewish people 
come together to pray, learn, and 
celebrate. We are looking forward to 
visiting a synagogue in a few weeks' time.

Twitter @SouthdaleY4

https://x.com/Y4Southdale


YEAR 4 HOMEWORK

How you can support your child at home:

Reading Quote of the Week: “We read to know we are not alone.”  –  
C.S. Lewis

Reading: 

In reading this week we finished ‘Max and the Millions’. Wow, what  
an exciting book. There were so many surprises that had us gasping!  
It shows how even the smallest things can be amazing. We can’t wait 
to start our new book next week. 

Teacher Recommendation of the Week 

This week we looked at all the books we have 
recommended so far. We talked about whether 
we had read any of them and which ones we might 
want to read. Don’t forget to put your post-it note 
recommendations in the book when you have finished 
reading it.

Please ensure your child is reading for at least  
20 minutes a day.   

This needs recording in their planner each day.  

Reading regularly enables children to access all 
areas of the curriculum and is an essential life skill.  

 

Spelling: 

Spelling pattern this week: This week, the children have looked at some high frequency 
words. Please read over these words with them at home:

Week 3 

1.    again		  4.   half 		  7.   once  

2.    because		  5.   many		  8.   with

3.    been		  6.   night		  9.   these



YEAR 4 HOMEWORK

How you can support your child at home:

Maths:

Please continue to support your 
child at home with timetable fact 
recall. This can be done on TTRS or 
by following the QR code link to the 
MathsFrame website. 

In addition, please use the success criteria to support your 
child with working through the homework questions. 

It is due back by Tuesday (18/11/25).  

History: 

Please continue to support your child’s learning by looking at the history knowledge 
organiser with them. Ask them what they can remember from this week’s History lesson 
on the significance of farming in Ancient Greece.



YEAR 5
Open to debate!    
This term in English, the children have been 
exploring balanced arguments through the 
story of  The Land of Neverbelieve. They 
have been learning to look at both sides of a 
situation, give reasons for their ideas, and listen 
carefully to other points of view. This activity 
helps them develop critical thinking skills and 
express their ideas clearly and respectfully.

In Science, the focus has been on materials 
and thermal conductivity. The children 
conducted hands-on experiments to see how 
different materials keep heat in or let it escape. 
They learned to observe carefully, compare 
results, and draw conclusions from evidence.

Twitter @SouthdaleY5

https://twitter.com/Y5Southdale


YEAR 5 HOMEWORK

How you can support your child at home:

Reading: 

This is so important! Please continue to read with your child at 
home and ensure that they are reading for at least 20 minutes a 
day and make a note of how many pages in the planner. We can 
really see the difference this is making for our children who are 
reading daily!

This week children were recommend The Wonder Team by Lea 
Williamson. A fun, inspiring story about teamwork, friendship, 
and believing in yourself. It follows a group of kids who love 
football (soccer) and want to form their own team. At first, 
things don’t go smoothly- they argue, lose games, and doubt 
themselves. But with determination and teamwork, they learn 
that when everyone works together and supports one another, 
they can achieve amazing things. It’s a great story for kids who 
love sports, friendship, and stories about never giving up.

 
Maths:

Please complete the arithmetic questions by 25.11.25. 

Continue to go on TTRS as this underpins our concepts in Year 5. 

Spelling: 

Spelling pattern this week:  - silent ‘t’

listen

bustle

fasten

soften

castle

rustle

whistle



YEAR 5 HOMEWORK

How you can support your child at home:

Geography: 

This term we will be focusing on biomes. Please review Time Zones section (on your 
knowledge organiser), which we have been learning about this week.   



YEAR 6
From thrilling 
dance to super  
science!       
We have continued to work on our dance to 
‘Golden’, focusing on getting into character using 
our facial expressions and a range of expressive 
dance moves. We are close to putting the full 
dance together and look forward to performing it 
to other classes.

As we continued our learning about light, we 
thought about mirrors in real life and applied this 
knowledge to help make periscopes using mirrors 
angled at 45 degrees. We learnt how submarines 
use periscopes to help them see when underwater 
and got the chance to test our own out!

In art, we begun piecing together our Georgia 
O’Keefee mood boards and we are so excited to 
share them with you next week.

Twitter @SouthdaleY6

https://twitter.com/Y6Southdale


YEAR 6 HOMEWORK

How you can support your child at home:

Reading: 

This is so important! Please continue to read with your child at home and ensure that they 
are reading for at least 20 minutes a day. Make a note of this in your planners. We can really 
see the difference this is making for our children who are reading daily! 

‘’A book is not a collection of words – it is a portal to endless possibilities!’’ 

Maths: 

Please complete pages 18 and 19 in your CGP homework books. We are grateful for all 
the support you have been giving the children at home, and it is really shining through in 
their math's lessons.



YEAR 6 HOMEWORK

How you can support your child at home:

Spelling: 

Our spelling pattern this week is still focusing on the ‘sh’ sound spelt ‘si’ and ‘ssi’.  

Please practise these spellings: 

tension, comprehension, expansion, permission, profession, admission



THIS WEEK’S SPARKLERS

Special Mentions

3KE Miyah For showing incredible resilience in your day-to-day learning. Even when tasks feel 
challenging, you persevere and never let hurdles get in your way. You’re a real inspiration. 
Well done Miyah! 

3LD Penny For your improved handwriting and presentation of your work. Your care and 
determination to form your letters accurately and consistently truly shines in all areas of 
learning. Well done.  

3TH Arthur U For being a beacon of positivity in the classroom. Your inquisitive nature is always on 
display and your thirst for learning is clear. Above all, you do this because this is who you 
are. Keep shining like a star! 

4AM Isaac  S For making the most out of every learning opportunity and shining brightly. You are 
such a respectful and kind learning partner. Keep it up!

4ME Poppy J For your improved attitude to learning. You have shown everyone what you are capable of, 
and you have made fantastic improvements over the last few weeks. I am so proud of your 
hard work, and you should be too. Keep it up!   

4KJ Mia B Shining like a star this week with your maths work. You have really understood 
negative numbers and multiplying by 10. You continue to show up as your best self in 
class. Keep it up.

5ND Siena W For always being kind, respectful and caring. You are such a pleasure to have in 5ND 
and you always manage to brighten up the classroom. Keep being amazing. Well 
done! 

5GW Teddy M For always being kind, polite, and a true bundle of joy. You brighten our classroom 
every day with your lovely smile and warm heart.

5JW Amelia S For your hard work during Maths this week. You are trying so hard with our fractions 
work and have made amazing improvements. Keep up this determination going 
forward, well done!

6JS Daniel H For your incredible additional work in art. It is so pleasing to see you going away and 
researching around the artist that we have been looking at. Continue to shine; you are a 
pleasure to have in 6JS

6KF Harvey P For being so incredibly helpful and hardworking. You go above a beyond to support your 
peers and shine so brightly. Keep being you!

6ZR Maiya H For your attitude and application to your learning. You have come to school with a 
renewed attitude and have impressed all of the year 6 staff. Continue to shine.

Head teachers Award

Phoebe 
3TH

For letting your light shine so brightly. You do everything with enthusiasm and 
the biggest smile on your face. What an absolute joy it is to have you as part of 
the Southdale family!



ATTENDANCE

What you miss EACH YEAR What you miss OVER 4 YEARS

WHAT 90% ATTENDANCE ACTUALLY MEANS

10
MINUTES 

LATE

20
Days of 
lessons

80
Days of 
lessons

100
Hours of 
learning

400
Hours of 
learning

1
LESSON A 

WEEK

If you are just 10 minutes late to 
school every day, it means that you 
are missing the equivalent of one 
lesson every week

100-97% 
EXCELLENT

96% 
GOOD

SCHOOL 
TARGET

100%

95-90% 
WORRYING

Below 85% 
SERIOUS 
CONCERN

This week's
attendance

95.00%

96.00%

94.10%

98.00%

95.80%

Year 3  			 

Year 4  			 

Year 5  			 

Year 6  		

Whole school 	



UPCOMING EVENTS

EVENTS/TRIPS/RESIDENTIALS 

26th November - 5.00pm Online Safety Parent Talk with Screen Safe

1st December Pantomime

9th December Y6 Soldier Visit

9th & 10th December Y4 Leeds Synagogue

17th December - 9:00am Christmas Service at Christ Church, Ossett 
Year 3 and Year 6

17th December - 1:30pm Christmas Service at Christ Church, Ossett 
Year 4 and Year 5

28th January 2026 Young Voices

12th February 2026 Valentines Disco

3rd & 4th March 2026 Y5 Bradford Industrial Museum

5th March 2026 Y4 Yorkshire Wildlife Park

15th to 17th April 2026 Y4 Newby Wiske Hall 

20th to 22nd April 2026 (Trip 1) Y5 Boggle Hole

27th to 29th April 2026 (Trip 2) Y5 Boggle Hole

18th to 21st May 2026 Y6 France and Belgium 

10th June 2026
11th June 2026 
12th June 2026

Y3 Coal Mining Museum

2nd to 3rd June 2026
3rd to 4th June 2026

Y3 Bradley Wood Activity Centre

17th & 18th June 2026 Y4 Romans, Danelaw



KEY DATES 2025-26

Autumn Term 2025

Monday 1 & Tuesday 2 September INSET DAYS

Wednesday 3 September School opens

Friday 24 October INSET DAY - School Closes for half term

Monday 3 November School opens

Friday 19 December INSET DAY -  
School closes for the Christmas Holidays

Spring Term 2026

Monday 5 January School opens

Friday 13 February School closes for half term

Monday 23 February School opens

Friday 27 March School closes for Easter Holidays

Summer Term 2026

Monday 13 April School opens

Friday 22 May School closes for half term

Monday 1 June School opens

Friday 17 July School closes for Summer Holidays

Monday 20 July INSET DAY



SAFEGUARDING TEAM

Mrs K Partington 
Designated Safeguarding Lead

Mrs R Mohebi  
Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead

Mrs L Helliwell  
Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead

Mrs K Freeman  
Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead

Mr V Foster  
Safeguarding Governor

If you want to talk to us about safeguarding or have any safeguard-
ing concerns, please contact a member of our safeguarding team.


