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This week in Collective Worship, our pupils took part in a truly thoughtful and inspiring reflection
based on ‘The proudest blue’ by Ibtihaj Muhammad. The story opened up themes about identity,
kindness, and the courage it takes to stand proudly in who we are. Children explored the themes of
respect and understanding, linking them to our school value of respect for this half term.

As part of our learning, pupils also reflected on different religions and beliefs. It is wonderful to see
such maturity, curiosity, and empathy as pupils discussed how our differences make our school
community stronger and the importance of showing kindness to one another.

Twitter @SouthdaleSchool
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This week in science, we used play dough to
model how sedimentary, metamorphic, and
igneous rocks are formed. Using our hands to
apply heat and pressure, we had great fun seeing
how these different types of rocks change and
form over time.

In One Life, we focused on building positive
social relationships through good table manners.
We discussed the importance of saying please
and thank you, avoiding phones at the table and
showing appreciation for our food.

We've started our Kinetic Letters joining this week
and have shown fantastic perseveranee! lt's been
a challenge, but our determination to Ve our
handwriting has been very impress
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How you can support your child at home:

Reading:

Please support your child by listening to them read for 20
minutes every day and record this reading in their planner.
It is also just as important and enjoyable to read to your child

and model and promote that love and joy of reading. “You can find magic wherever
We have a real range of books available in our classroom youlook. Sit, back and relaxall
and school libraries and encourage children to change their you need is a book!”
books and expand their literary horizons by exploring a = Dr. Seuss

range of genres.

This week we have started our new class novel ‘The Boy Who Grew
Dragons'. Tomas, the main character, has discovered a strange,
spikey fruit in his grandad'’s garden. After taking it to his bedroom,
a tiny dragon hatches and begins to cause mayhem! Will Tomas be
able to keep this new friend a secret?

Our book recommendations this week were a selection of the
Michael Morpurgo collection. His stories often feature animals,
adventure and historical themes. Some of the most popular works
include The Butterfly Lion, Farm Boy and Billy the Kid.

michael
MOrpur20
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Spellings:

Rule - If the work ends in a consonant +y, we swap they foran i Bllljt terﬂy

before adding -ed. ety LlOn
replied o

carried

copied
studied
multiplied
tried
carried

hurried
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How you can support your child at home:

Maths:

Please support your child by
encouraging them to practise their
times tables using the app TT Rock
Stars. We are working on the 2, 5

and 10 times table so please focus

on these. This week we have been
adjusting addition calculations in order
to calculate these easier and mentally.

Please support your child by asking
them some of these at home. The
written method below is being used to
support the mental method.

Please ensure homework is handed in
on Thursday 4th December.
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Geography:

Please review this weeks' section focusing on Ossett on the knowledge organiser with
your child. Quizzing and asking questions to help keep this key knowledge readily
available is so helpful.
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How you can support your child at home: m,.e%@
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Reading Quote of the Week: “A reader lives a thousand adventures!’"
Reading:

This is so important! Please continue to read with your child at home

and ensure that they are reading for at least 20 minutes a day. We E"\‘X‘ ""yo.‘
can really see the difference this is making for our children who are v [qcesu

foces:

more
reading daily! We have plenty of fiction and non-fiction books linked . "Obu.
to our narrative.

We have also begun reading our new book ‘The wild robot.

We have met our main character Roz and she is living on a deserted
island. We are excited to see what happens next on her adventure.

PETER BROWN

Maths:

Please support your child by
encouraging them to practise
their times tables using the
app TT Rock Stars. We are
working on the 2s, 5s and 10s
so please focus on this.

We have also sent home
homework, which focuses on
multiplying and dividing by
10 and 100. Please use the
success criteria to support
your learning.
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How you can support your child at home:

Spelling:

Please practise these common high frequency words with your child.

About With Used Again Should Where Every Right Different

History:

This week, we have been learning about Athens and Sparta and Alexander the Great.
Please revise this from your knowledge organiser.

Autumn 2 - Ancient Greeks - Knowl or!
Main Enquiry Question: Why is Ancient Greece
influential to the modern world?
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This week, year 5 have been planning and
writing a balanced argument as part of their
English. The children were tasked with finding
reasons for and against keeping the island of
The Land of Neverbelieve open to tourists.

In PE, children have been working on their
dance. Using songs from The Greatest
Showman film as inspiration. They have used a
variety of shapes and levels for their dance.

In Geography, we have continued looking at
biomes. We have learnt about the six differen
biomes around the world and identif
countries that include these biomes

the world.
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YEAR 5 HOMEWORK * .-
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How you can support your child at home:

Reading:
Reading is to the mind; what exercise is to the body.

We cannot stress how vitally important reading for
at least 20 minutes is. [EAN

CRAIGHEAD

This week, children read books on the Galapagos = i
GEORGE

islands, including books such as The Galapagos
George. An amazing, illustrated story which is
informative and fun.

It begins with Giantess George, an ancient tortoise
living in South America millions of years ago, who
is swept out to sea and eventually reaches the
Galapagos Islands. Over thousands of years, her
descendants adapted to different islands, evolving
unique traits like varied shell shapes and neck
lengths to survive in their environments.

The narrative concludes with Lonesome George, the last known Pinta Island tortoise,
who died in 2012, marking the extinction of his subspecies. Children have also had
the reading scrapbooks out around the talking table, sharing what books they would
recommend to each other and talking about their passion for reading.

Maths:

Please continue to support your
child at home by completing the
homework sent out on a Friday,

due back on a Tuesday. ' Sueess Ciliia.

This week's homework consists of == TR o

comparing fractions with the same 2 Dmm Your bus stop (diddand. mede. dinisar outaids).
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YEAR 5 HOM

How you can support your child at home:

Spelling:

* -

Spelling pattern this week: - silent ‘t’

listen
bustle
fasten
soften
castle
rustle
whistle

Geography:

EWORK

*

This term we will be focusing on biomes. Please review the biomes key section
(on your knowledge organiser), which we have been learning about this week.

Yew 5 Geography Knowledge Orgoniser- Biomes

Latitude ond longlude

I e

et e

Ww &N Uw

Willen o
north/south first ond

ihen west/easl,

A0 et ik otout 33N,

- g e
S9N u

[ An o3 with @ wmidar chimate, iandicape, aanais and plante tonglude The dstonce of 3 ploce east or weel Of the Frane Mordan,
w1geuiied m dogruns

Tauna The anamals Of 0 porlcuar regon. Fruva Mordian Tha Lne uf O iongtude, the Llartng paint for INeaturing Sstonce
Loth woct ond wett

flova The GLONLS ©f 9 POVTICUON rogon. e ald A Qrassy plan with foew Lrees.

Geeonmwich Mean The averoge SOl Lune O Prume Merdon, usuauly witten ot GME Lo J00¢ A QEOPOPIWCA 1ePOn wiilun winch The S0ne STONJ0rd Tune (s vied

Tune

otiude The Gstonce of 9 pHote NOTLh OF SOVWLh Of the CQUILde, expreised Tundd A Nog, Trectess (ogon whele the ground & pefmanently frozen

" Ml\:ti

Time zones
LOrth s spdit inte 24 Lime 20net BUt
thete Joaes are NOL equal In Lire.
Same countrigs hove muttiple tme
Zones 05 they are 30 lorge.
written 05 GMT /- __ (number of
hewrs? eug the Lame in IRy s GMT +1.

Biomes - -

Key ' 3

o tores ;

3}
«  pavennoh :
vo
\
*  tropical rainforest b

Savannal wossand

Fisre grosses ﬁ Flurs. granies and
0nd 0COCI0 trees, wildfowers.

Fowa Pravie dogs,
tson and wild horaes,

Deserts
oculonts ond Uuuts.
Fauno- camcls, Lzorss

Fowia slegtvants,

O SE01 PN, lons, cogics

Tomperate forost -
HOrg trees wiveh 105e ther

louves (e O, Mopie ond B
Taus. boars, foxes, wolves,

Owli, Squurels ond inSocts Lite

s
Coniferous forest

Hors- vees wheh retan they
needet Whe P, Sivie ad
fu

s IN0OSE, randect,
teovers, woodpeckers and

.

Tusdio

HOoro: Medy mosses, Lehens and
umall grottes,

FOun- ARCtC Bhave ond foxcs,
PN bears a0d some hiws.

Tropieal raedoreat
HOro: KOpeR Liee, rubies Uee
o wrshde,
1303 IOnkeys, Jaguars, bals
and parrots.




o\ N

d wondrous
watercolours!

This week in history, we focused on the
role of women during the war and the
vital role they played in many different
jobs. We also considered the
propaganda that was targeted towards
women during the war and reflected on
how this portrayed women and the
effect this had on the image of women.

I /A

In art, we have completed some of our
Georgia O'Keeffe mood boards and they
have truly exceeded all expectations!
The details and texture that the children
have produced is exemplary and we
couldn't be prouder!

Finally, we had the opportunity to

compete in the French spelling bee
competition and it is clear that lots ¢
children have been practicing at home.
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How you can support your child at home:

Reading:

This is so important! Please continue to read with your child at home and ensure that they
are reading for at least 20 minutes a day and make a note of how many pages in the planner.

We are also nearing the end of our class novel War Horse. Joey has just been reunited with

Albert!

Maths:

Please complete page 15.

Spelling:

Please practise the spelling pattern ‘silent letters’.

gnome
gnaw
knight
whistle
autumn
guessing
knowledge
rustled
subtle

History:

We have focused on
the role and legacy of
women in WW1 this
week. Please use your
knowledge organiser
to quiz your child on
this.

Worid War 3 - Knewledge Orgender

Main Enquiry Question: How were the Lives of British Citizens impacted durng the Fest World Wor?
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 THISAWEEK'S SPARKLERS

Head teachers Award

Luke R You are such a kind young man. You are an amazing role model to all of those
around you. You work so hard, you're polite and you are so positive towards all
aspects of school life. Keep shining!

Special Mentions

3KE Caleb For trying so hard, especially in Maths. You have taken on every challenge with
determination and a positive attitude, truly showing up as your best self. You should be
really proud, well done Caleb!

For your outstanding enthusiasm and effort in maths this week. You made valuable
contributions to developing our success criteria and demonstrated a strong
understanding of the key concepts, thoughtfully connecting them to your prior learning.”

For being an absolute joy to have in 3TH! Your kindness, enthusiasm for learning, and
constant positivity light up the classroom. You always show up as your best self because
that is who you are. Keep being a wonderful role model.

For being such an incredible role model in 4AM. You are such a hardworking, positive
and respectful learning partner. Keep shining!

For your kindness and compassion towards others. Your warm heart makes everyone
feelincluded, and your positivity radiates around our classroom. Keep shining bright with
your heart of gold!

For being such a kind and caring member of our school. You have fitted in straight
away to Southdale and you show all our values throughout the day. Keep Shinning.

Thomas B For always being kind, respectful and caring. You are such a pleasure to have in 5ND
and you always manage to brighten up the classroom. Keep being amazing. Well
done!

5GW

Annabelle L For your dedication to go above and beyond when constructing your balanced
argument. You thought carefully about every detail and produced an outstanding
piece of writing.

For your continued growing confidence and fantastic start at Southdale. It is like
you've been with us since Year 3! You are a role model and we are lucky to have you
in 5JW.

6JS Martha C For being an upstander and looking out for your peers. You are a true role model who
works hard across all our subjects! Continue to shine.

G LaylaS For being the kind-hearted young lady you are. You care because that is who you are
and always bring a smile to my face. Keep being you!

6ZR Myla R-W For your positive attitude to learning, especially in maths and writing. You strive to be
your very best, and because of this, you are getting the most out of each and every
day.



If you are just 10 minutes late to
school every day, it means that you
are missing the equivalent of one
lesson every week

WHAT 90% ATTENDANCE ACTUALLY MEANS

What you miss EACH YEAR What you miss OVER 4 YEARS

100 80

Hours of Days of
learning lessons

20

DEVS
lesso

of
ns

This week's
attendance

SCHOOL 100%

TARGET

100-97%
EXCELLENT

96%
GOOD

Year 3
Year 4
Year 5
Year 6

Whole school

95-90%
WORRYING

400

Hours of
learning

87.90%

96.10%

Below 90%
SERIOUS
CONCERN



* ) * * x
COMING EVENTS

EVENTS/TRIPS/RESIDENTIALS

1st December Pantomime
9th December Soldier Visit
9th & 10th December Y. Leeds Synagogue

17th December - 9:00am Christmas Service at Christ Church, Ossett

Year 3 and Year 6

17th December - 1:30pm Christmas Service at Christ Church, Ossett

L
|
II Year 4 and Year 5
28th January 2026 - Young Voices
12th February 2026 - Valentines Disco
3rd & 4th March 2026 Bradford Industrial Museum
5th March 2026 Yorkshire Wildlife Park
15th to 17th April 2026 Newby Wiske Hall
20th to 22nd April 2026 (Trip 1) Boggle Hole
27th to 29th April 2026 (Trip 2) Boggle Hole
18th to 21st May 2026 France and Belgium
10th June 2026 Coal Mining Museum
11th June 2026
12th June 2026
2nd to 3rd June 2026 Bradley Wood Activity Centre
3rd to 4th June 2026
17th & 18th June 2026 Romans, Danelaw
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. KEY DATES 2025-26 - .

Autumn Term 2025

Monday 1 & Tuesday 2 September INSET DAYS

Wednesday 3 September School opens

Friday 24 October INSET DAY - School Closes for half term
Monday 3 November School opens

Friday 19 December INSET DAY -

School closes for the Christmas Holidays

Spring Term 2026

Monday 5 January School opens

Friday 13 February School closes for half term
Monday 23 February School opens

Friday 27 March School closes for Easter Holidays

Summer Term 2026

Monday 13 April School opens

Friday 22 May School closes for half term

Monday 1 June School opens

Friday 17 July School closes for Summer Holidays

Monday 20 July INSET DAY
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"~ SAFEGUARDING TEAM - "

If you want to talk to us about safeguarding or have any safeguard-
ing concerns, please contact a member of our safeguarding team.

Mrs K Partington
Designated Safeguarding Lead

Mrs R Mohebi
Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead

Mrs L Helliwell
Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead

Mrs K Freeman
Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead

Mr V Foster
Safeguarding Governor




