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At Southdale, we have loved exploring some amazing poetry and
enjoyed every moment of the journey. Through a range of exciting

poems bursting with vivid language, rhythm, and powerful imagery,
i our learning has truly come to life in imaginative and inspiring ways.

One of the highlights has been performing poems aloud, using
expression, tone, and actions to make every performance lively,
dramatic, and fun. We have also unleashed our creativity by writing
our own poems, experimenting with adventurous vocabulary

and imaginative ideas to express our thoughts, feelings, and
personalities.



https://twitter.com/SouthdaleSchool

ythm!

This week in music, we explored crochets
and quavers and how they help us
understand rhythm. We remembered
them as ‘frogs and tadpoles’ and practised
new rhythms on the ukulele, showing
great confidence when reading music.

In maths, we used counters to investigate
what happens to the place value of digits
when dividing by 10.

We enjoyed another fantastic library
session, splitting into silent readers,
talking tables and book recommendations. k3
This week’s favourite recommendation '

was the Tom Gates series by Liz Pighon! .

N

Twitter @SouthdaleY3 )



https://twitter.com/SouthdaleY3?lang=en-gb
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How you can support your child at home:

Reading:

This is so important! Please continue to read with your child at
home and ensure that they are reading for at least 20 minutes
a day. Please note down the pages read in planners and
remember to change books when needed.

Reading has such a huge impact on learning. Please encourage
your child to read some non-fiction books about Italy and ‘
specifically Campania. We have many in school or you could

even visit your local library.

We are continuing to read ‘An Alien in the Jam Factory’.

Our class novel, ‘An Alien in the Jam Factory’ continued with
heaps of craziness this week. Not only did Scooter need to take
cover while Fizzbee tried hundreds of jam flavours, settling
eventually for Brussel Sproud Flavour but he finally told her
about his inventions. Scooter truly has a friend at last! Across
the street at ‘Dodgy Doughnuts', Daffy has a strict training
schedule for Boris and has her mind set on destroying McLay's
jam, forever...

Reading Culture - . 7 !

This week in our ‘Book Club’ lesson, we looked at the ) ~_TAYLOR
acclaimed ‘Tom Gates’ books. A hilarious adventure with no g 7=
end of doodles and jokes, this series is quick to hook any reader i;::.,._ )

and keep them laughing all the way though. It is also super o W,
relatable for children and Tom is a loveable (all be it chaotic)
character from the very beginning.

Maths:

Please support your child by encouraging them to practise their
times tables using the app TT Rock Stars, with a special focus
onthe 2, 3, 4,5, 8 and 10 times tables.

They also have a homework sheet that should be handed in by e ) N
Thursday 14th May. O \

gv 112 PICHON B
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How you can support your child at home:

Spelling:

Adding im- to root words beginning with m or p

immature
imperfect
impolite
immortal
impossible

impatient

Geography:

Please read and discuss the ‘Population of Campania’ section of the knowledge
organiser to recap some key learning.
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We are continuing to read ‘The Land of Roar’. Win and Arthur were
just about to fight Crowky and his army of scarecrows, when Rose
arrived on the back of Pickle, their old dragon friend! We were all so
relieved that Rose had finally arrived in Roar to help! Do you think
Rose, Arthur and Win will be able to defeat Crowky?

' \
1\

\
|

Please continue to read with your child at home and ensure that
they are reading for at least 20 minutes a day. Reading regularly
enables children to access all areas of the curriculum and is an
essential life skill.

Please support your child by encouraging
them to practice their times tables using the
app TT Rock Stars or the Multiplication Tables
Check on Maths Frame.

This can be accessed by scanning the QR
code.

Please also review the taught, times table facts in your child’s planner. These are
specific facts your child is working on in their daily multiplication groups in school.

This is how we teach time tables in school. Please continue to support your child at
home with as much meaningful practice as possible.
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How you can support your child at home:

Geography:

Please continue to recap the geography learning from this week.
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P ractices

a | Year 5 have been learning about Hinduism and explored
the importance of puja, a Hindu act of worship. They
examined a puja tray and learned about the meaning

of special items such as the diya, bell, incense, and :
offerings used during worship. The children showed S
great curiosity and respect as they deepened their
understanding of Hindu beliefs and traditions.

-m

- ¥

In Maths, children have been mastering square

numbers. They have practised recognising, calculating,
and applying square numbers in a variety of ways. It
has been fantastic to see their growing accurad
enthusiasm as they develop their mathematica



https://twitter.com/Y5Southdale
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YEAR 5 HOMEWORK * .

How you can support your child at home:

Reading: ““Books allow = < 4

This is so important! Please continue to read with your child at you fo ”e‘-‘ o
home and ensure that they are reading for at least 20 minutes the WW U ‘
a day. We can really see the difference this is making for our through th(‘ i :‘
children who are reading daily! 3?% of others.”. %

- Malorie Blackman

> ¥

We are continuing to read Room 13 by Robert Swindells.
The suspense is building with every chapter, and we're all
eager to uncover what really happens in Room 13 after midnight!

A powerful reminder of how stories help us understand different perspectives
and experiences!

Maths:

Please complete this week's homework on finding the area of compound
shapes. Due back on12/5/26 RO B

Spellings: SWINDELLE
e

Please practise and review these words from the 5/6 spelling list.
Accommodate, conscience, determined, mischievous and pronunciation
Geography:

Please recap 4 figure and 6 figure grid references from the Geography Knowledge
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Geography

and work ethic

First and foremost, all the year 6 team would
like to congratulate the children for their
hard work and preparation building up to
next week. They have all tried their best and
they can rest assured knowing that they
have made themselves proud.

Within our geography this week, we have
had the opportunity to debate renewable
and non-renewable forms of energy. The
detail and knowledge of learning has been
magnificent - be sure to ask your children all
about this.

In One Life, we continued to deepen our
understanding of the power of now and
important it is to be in the present.

Twitter @SouthdaleY6



https://twitter.com/Y6Southdale

How you can support your child at home:
Reading:

This is so important! Please continue to read with your child at
home and ensure that they are reading for at least 20 minutes
a day and make a note of how many pages in the planner.

In Story time, we have continued reading Escape Room.
Why not ask us what our favourite moment has been so far?

Maths:

Please complete any pages in your CGP books. All of the
content has now been taught so children should be able to
access all of the learning. Due back 16/05/2025.

Geography:

Please read over the non-renewable energy part of our knowledge organiser.

Year 6 Geography Knowledge Organiser- Natural Resources

biomass Renewable materials such as wood being burned or processed into carbon footprint The measure of the amount of carbon dioxide released into the
fuel. atmosphere by an individual or business.

conservation Acting to prevent the wasteful use of a resource. depleted To use up a supply of resources.

fossil fuel A natural fuel, including oil, gas and coal, formed by the remains of | generation The production of something, such as the generation of electricity.
living organisms.

natural Items such as minerals, forests and fossil fuels in a place that can non-renewable Energy from a source that is depleted and cannot be replaced

resources be used by people. energy when used. (Examples include oil, gas and coal.)

renewable Energy from a source that is not depleted when used. (Examples

energy include wind, solar and hydropower.)

Renewable energy sources Non-renewable energy sources Energy production in the UK

There has been a shift towards

Wind- turbines turn a generator
to produce electricity.

Solar- produced using the Sun's
light which shine on large cells.

Biomass- organic material from
plants and animals which are

burnt.

Hydro- turbines which are turned
by the force of flowing water.

Tidal- uses the rise and fall of
sea levels to turn turbines.

Advantages Disadvantages

Can harm wildlife
and habitats

* Energy produced
slower

Fewer carbon

emissions

*  Will not be depleted

* Cheap way to
generate power

*  Expensive to set up

Coal, oil and gas- fossil fuels

which are made from the
remains of organic matter from
hundreds and thousands of
years ago. They are burnt to
creale| heat which produces
steam to turn turbines in power

stations.

Advantages
Readily available =
Easy to produce
energy from them .

Disadvantages
Increases carbon
emissions
Will run out after
being depleted

renewable energy production due

. totheimpact of fossil fuels. There

are no coal power stations left in
oos the UK.

Fossil fuels are burnt in g

power stations. Renewable
energy sources work instead
by turning turbines using the
force of wind, water or using

the Sun’s light to generate

heat.

Sustainable living and technology

Nuclear- uses radioactive
material to create steam which

turns turbines.

Advantages Disadvantages
Lots of energy =
produced

No carbon

relegsed

Dangerous waste
generated
Exp

and run

to set up

Curitica in Brozil has become an
y by
building green spaces, investing in

e of sust

e A

@
U7
carbon Public transport and recycling 70%

Considering  our

footprint can help us make ©f its waste.

more sustainable choices
about how we live. A lower
carbon footprint is better
for the environment.
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- THISMWEEK:S SPARKLERS

Lucy F For being a shining example of kindness, hard work, and positivity every single day.
Your determination to always do your best, your caring nature and the bright attitude
you bring to our school make you truly special. You consistently show resilience,
enthusiasm, and a willingness to help those around you, inspiring both your
classmates and teachers alike.

Special Mentions

3KE Jaxon For being a real trooper, even when things feel difficult, you keep trying and never
give up. You've been doing so well with your handwriting and all your hard work is
really paying off. Well done Jaxon!

3LD For your amazing attitude towards learning, particularly in maths. Your confidence
has blossomed, and it's wonderful to see the resilience you show when solving
problems. Well done!

3TH For building your confidence so much and always giving your all. You truly are a
shining example of the Southdale Sparkle. You are authentically you and show up
as your best self always. Well done, Grace!

For being a fantastic role model. You shine in everything you do. You radiate the
Southdale values and you have such a kind attitude. Keep shining!

For your fantastic attitude to your learning every day. You show up as your best self
because it is who you are. Your hard work has definitely paid off in your last piece of
writing to your pen pal in Nova Scotia. Well done, keep shining bright!

You have been showing up as your best self recently and all the hard work that you
have been putting in at school and at home is really paying off. | have been really
impressed with your Pen Pal letter, and | know they will be so pleased to receive it.
Keep shining.

Addison F You have had an outstanding attitude towards your learning this week. You're
always ready to learn, give 100% effort in everything that you do and all that hard
work is paying off. You have shone brightly, keep up the hard work!

Vinnie C For your excellent sportsmanship in cricket. You made sure everyone was included,
celebrated and understood the game. Your focus and hard work in lessons has also
shone through this week. Well done Vinnie!

5JW Freddie S For your renewed focus in lessons and being a great learning partner. You have
thought hard about showing up as your best self this week and this has been great
to see.

6JS NeevJ For your incredible determination and sense of humour. You have been a real star
throughout your time in 6JS and you never fail to make us laugh! Continue to shine.

6KF Caleb CA For showing up as the best version of yourself. You have worked hard this week and
put your all into your learning. Keep it up!

6ZR Jake T For consistently working hard and being the very best that you can be. Your
motivation and drive to be exceptional is inspiring. Keep up the hard work.



If you are just 10 minutes late to
school every day, it means that you
are missing the equivalent of one
lesson every week

WHAT 90% ATTENDANCE ACTUALLY MEANS
What you miss EACH YEAR

20 ¥ 100 80 Y 400

Days of Hours of Days of Hours of
lessons learning lessons learning

Attendance for the week School year so far

Year 3

Year 4

Year 5

Year 6

Whole School

SCHOOL TARGET
100-97% 95-90% Egg)l\gjg :
EXCELLENT WORRYING CONGERN




11th to 14th May
18th to 21st May
1st June

2nd to 3rd June
3rd to 4th June

2nd, 3rd and 4th June

10th June
11th June
12th June

8th to 10th June
15th to 17th June
22nd & 23rd June

17th & 18th June
24th June

25th June

8th & 9th July

17th July

EVENTS/TRIPS/RESIDENTIALS

Y6

Y6

w
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Sats breakfast club
France and Belgium
Class photos

Bradley Wood Activity Centre

Mam Torr

Coal Mining Museum

Bikeability

Romans, Danelaw

Year 6 transition day

Sports Day (Weather permitting)
Showstoppers concert

School closes for the summer 3pm
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. KEY DATES 2025-26 - .

Autumn Term 2025

Monday 1 & Tuesday 2 September INSET DAYS

Wednesday 3 September School opens

Friday 24 October INSET DAY - School Closes for half term
Monday 3 November School opens

Friday 19 December INSET DAY -

School closes for the Christmas Holidays

Spring Term 2026

Monday 5 January School opens

Friday 13 February School closes for half term
Monday 23 February School opens

Friday 27 March School closes for Easter Holidays

Summer Term 2026

Monday 13 April School opens

Friday 22 May School closes for half term

Monday 1 June School opens

Friday 17 July School closes for Summer Holidays

Monday 20 July INSET DAY
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"~ SAFEGUARDING TEAM - "

If you want to talk to us about safeguarding or have any safeguarding
concerns, please contact a member of our safeguarding team.

Mrs K Partington
Designated Safeguarding Lead

Mrs R Mohebi
Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead

Mrs L Helliwell
Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead

Mrs K Freeman
Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead

Mr V Foster
Safeguarding Governor




